
 

 

 

July 15, 2020 

 

Dear Branchburg Families, 

The Branchburg Township School District has been working hard to develop a plan that will allow us to 

safely return students and staff to our schools.  We are proceeding with caution and basing our 

decisions on the information that is available to us from the Department of Education and the Centers 

for Disease Control.  In addition, we are consulting with Vanessa Freire, the Branchburg Township 

Health Officer and our school physician, Dr. Kathryn Hamilton.  Both of these professionals have been, 

and will continue to be, instrumental in guiding our thinking as we look to make decisions for the fall. 

Last week, members of the District’s Administrative team, the President of the Branchburg Township 

Education Association and the President and Vice-President of the Board of Education met to begin 

reviewing the guidance from Governor Murphy and the NJ Department of Education. We have formed 

subcommittees to look at specific portions of our return to school plan, and appreciate the parent 

volunteers who are working with us on these plans. We had close to 175 parents offer their assistance 

and have attempted to choose a representative sample from each school to help us think through what 

will be best for our students, our staff, and our families. 

As of this week, some decisions have been made, but we are still awaiting guidance from the State of 

New Jersey regarding specific requirements that will be necessary to complete our Return to School 

plan. Decisions made so far are: 

1. We will be running a hybrid schedule with some students attending school in person while 

other students join their class from home. The instruction for both groups of students will 

be the same.  Student cohort groups will be divided by alphabet, likely with the first half of 

the alphabet in one cohort and the second half in the other cohort.  This system is 

important to keep families on the same schedule, and to allow for manageable contract 

tracing, should the need arise. 
 

2. All students and staff will have their temperature checked as they arrive at school. Nurse’s 

offices will have isolation rooms for anyone who becomes ill at school. We are working to 

clarify the procedures when someone who has been in our buildings, or one of their family 

members, tests positive for the virus. 

3. We will follow a single-session schedule when school opens; looking to expand this time 

when the health conditions indicate that it is safe to do so. 
 

4. All students and staff will be wearing masks for the time that they are present in school. 

Exceptions to this will be made for students who have a Doctor’s note confirming that they 

have a medical condition that would make breathing with a mask difficult for them. 
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Outdoor physical education classes will not require masks when social distancing is 

possible. 
 

5. Students will be able to purchase a “grab and go” lunch at the end of the day. All students 

will be permitted to have a snack during the morning.  To prevent the spread of germs, 

water fountains will be turned off.  Students will be permitted to bring water bottles to 

school. 
 

6. We are placing dividers in the community bathrooms to minimize contact at the sinks and 

at the urinals. 
 

7. We have ordered sufficient cleaning supplies to meet the guidelines of the CDC for 

classrooms and for buses. 

I understand that you have many more questions than I have answered here. Please know that our 

priority is to put practices and procedures in place that will insure the health of our school community.  

I will continue to send out updates as often as I can when information becomes available. 

Thank you for your continued support during these uncertain times. 

Sincerely, 

 
Rebecca Gensel 

Superintendent 

 

 
 

 
 


